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Abstract :

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Khwarizmi (d. ca. 387 AH/997 CE) is
recognized as one of the foremost intellectuals of the 4th century AH and the earliest
scholar to present a systematic classification of sciences in Arabic through his work
Mafatih al-‘Ulum (Keys of the Sciences). His endeavor reflects the intellectual and
scientific dynamism of the Abbasid era, shaped by the translation movement and the
plurality of scholarly traditions.
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Al-Khwarizmi’s method rests on a dual division of knowledge: the "sciences of
the Arabs," such as jurisprudence, grammar, and hadith, and the "sciences of non-
Arabs," including medicine, astronomy, and logic. He placed particular emphasis on
clarifying terminology in accessible language, making his book function as a
practical guide for students. Moreover, he highlighted the functional dimension of
knowledge by linking disciplines to their practical and legal purposes.

This study examines the structure of his classification, the cultural environment
that informed his method, and its subsequent influence on encyclopedic works and
Islamic terminological dictionaries, with indirect repercussions in European thought.
A comparative analysis with al-Farabi, the Brethren of Purity, and Tashkubizada
highlights his distinctive contribution. Mafatih al-'Ulum thus represents a pivotal
stage in Islamic encyclopedic thought and an early attempt to unite pedagogical aims
with systematic knowledge.

Keywords : Knowledge Classification ; Al-Khwarizmi ; Mafatih al-Ulum ; Abbasid
culture ; Terminological lexicons
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